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Message

The National Education Policy 2020 marked a turning point in India’s
commitment to shaping bright futures for all children. Recognizing the
pivotal role of early vears in development, we began our mission to
atrengthen [ndia's Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE] landscape.
Today, we proudly present the culmination of this effort: “Aadharshila”,
the Mational Curriculum for Early Childhood Care and Education 2024,
for children from three to six voars.

Developed by the Ministry of Women and Child Development and the
National Institute of Public Cooperation and Child Development, this
[ramework promises joyviul learming for our youngest citigens, Bridging the
gaps and catering to diverse needs of the early learner, the curriculum
integrates best practices gathered from 16 States, research studies and
stakcholders across India. The vibrant compendium of activitics will
ensure that every child, regardless of location or background, receives a
high-quality ECCE experience, through play-based pedagopy rather than
rote learning,

More than mere lessons, this curriculum will foster holistic development
of the child. It will nurture cognitive, social, emotional, and physical skills,
through competency-based leaming, thematic exploratons, and culturally
relevant activities. Robust assessment tools will be our Anganwadi
workers' companions  in tracking progress,  tajloring learming,  and
celebrating each child's unique journey. Special focus has been given for
the sereening and  inclusion of Divwang children in every activily,
Community cngagement has been facilitated through monthby ECCE days
and a continuum of home learning activities [or each weels

The Ministry extends warm congratulatons © India and remains
committed to ensuring that every child enjoys a healthy, hlfilling

childhood.
(Sm Zu Irani)
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Message

Guided by the National Education Policy 2020 and National Curriculum Framework for
Foundational Stage 2022, India is steadfast in its commitment to offer every child equal
access to quality learning opportunities. Ensuring a seamless learning continuum for
children aged 3 to 6 years through age-appropriate and pedagogically sound Early
Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) is a cornerstone of this endeavour.

The role of India’s 14 lakh Anganwadi Workers and Helpers in reaching more than 8
crore children nation-wide is invaluable. To empower our dedicated Anganwadi Didis
and ensure optimal learning for all children, the Ministry recognises the need for a
contextual curriculum grounded in the latest science of early learning.

Aadharshila, the National Curriculum for ECCE 2024 for children from 3 to 6 years
addresses this need, offering comprehensive weekly calendars and a vibrant activity
compendium for play-based learning. It covers how children learn, including
approaches for early language, literacy and numeracy, promoting social, emotional and
ethical development, as well as positive learning habits. It focuses on unlocking playful
learning through a mix of activities including in-centre and at-home, indoor and outdoor,
child-led and educator-led activities etc. Special focus has been given for the screening,
inclusion and referrals of Divyang children in every activity.

With this curriculum in hand, States and UTs can now enable Anganwadi Workers to
impart high quality ECCE for our nation’s children to reach their fullest potential. State
Governments can use this as model curriculum for Anganwadi functionaries. The
weekly activity schedule will be made available to Anganwadi Workers through the
Poshan Tracker, together with assessment tools for tracking child development.

Together, we aim to make every Anganwadi a safe, secure, inclusive and vibrant
learning Centre in the community.

(Anil Malik)
09/03/2024
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Website : http://www.wcd.nic.in
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